UPPER DIVISION CRITERIA FOR GRADUATE-LEVEL

COURSES

A course that has upper-division designation (600 or 700
level) reflects evidence of at least two of the following
criteria

1. Prerequisite course or instructor permission.

2. Course content, assessment, and learning outcomes
demonstrating evidence of greater focus or depth in the
content than 500-level graduate courses.

3. Course content, assessment, and learning outcomes
targeting a higher order of critical thinking (greater
application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of subject)
than 500-level graduate courses.

Course numbers indicate the level of the course and
restrictions as follows:

500-599: Introductory or survey graduate courses (knowledge,
understanding, and application of subject)

600-699: Courses that go beyond introductory level and
involve in-depth study of a subject at the graduate level and
that usually have prerequisites

700-799: Courses designed for and restricted to students
matriculated in the departments’ degree or certificate
programs

Refer to DOPS Policy 1V:15:01 (http://
bscintra.buffal ostate.edu/dops/policysect4/041501. pdf)
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